
Updated November 5, 2021 

Lector: 2021-22 

Preparation 
1. Prayerfully prepare each reading, beginning as early as the previous Sunday and several times 

throughout the week.  You will incarnate the Word of God and proclaim the living Word to God’s 

people. 

2. Look up words with difficult pronunciations (The Workbook for Lectors has some pronunciations and 

a liturgical pronunciation guide is available in the sacristy). 

3. If there are multiple options be sure to check with the homilist which readings he desires. 

4. Before the liturgy check the Lectionary to ensure it is set correctly and that you have prepared to 

proclaim the correct readings. 

5. Make sure the holder for the Book of the Gospels is on the Altar. 

 

Entrance Procession 
1. In the entrance procession the Book of the Gospels is carried in by a Deacon, if no Deacon is 

present then the Lector carries the Book of the Gospels. The Book of the Gospels should be slightly 

elevated during the procession. 

2. The Book of the Gospels follows the Altar Servers in the procession.  

3. When the procession reaches the steps of the altar area, the minister with the Book of the Gospels 

continues up the steps and places the Book of the Gospels in the holder on the Altar, returns to the 

steps of the altar area and bows with the presider. 

4. Take your seat in the pews. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
1. After the Collect (Opening Prayer), proceed to the ambo.   

2. Once at the ambo, looking at the assembly state the introduction:  “A Reading from …”  Pause and 

begin the proclamation of the reading.  The introduction to the reading does not contain the words, 

“Our first reading…” 

3. At the conclusion of your proclamation of the reading, pause and, looking up at the assembly, say, 

“The word of the Lord”.  Still looking at the assembly, receive the assembly’s response, “Thanks be 

to God.”  Sit in one of the seats next to the ambo for the singing of the Responsorial Psalm. If the 

choir is not leading the Responsorial Psalm, remain at the ambo and allow a pause before beginning 

the Responsorial Psalm yourself. 

 

4. Once the Responsorial Psalm concludes, observe a moment of silence, approximately 5 seconds.  

Return to the ambo for the proclamation of the second reading.  Looking at the assembly state the 
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introduction: “A Reading from…”  Pause and begin the proclamation of the reading.  The introduction 

to the reading does not contain the words, “Our second reading…” 

5. At the conclusion of your proclamation of the reading, pause and, looking up at the assembly, say, 

“The Word of the Lord”.  Still looking at the assembly, receive the assembly’s response, “Thanks be 

to God.”  Place the Lectionary on the shelf in the ambo under the petition book. 

6. Return to your seat in the pews. 

 

Universal Prayers/ Prayers of the Faithful 
1. If no Deacon is present, the Lector will lead the Prayers of the Faithful. 

2. During the creed at the words, “I believe in the Holy Spirit”, proceed the ambo. 

3. Prepare the binder with the intercessions. 

4. After the priest has introduced the prayer begin proclaiming the intercessions giving a pause (5 

seconds) before each time you say “Let us pray to the Lord”, to allow the congregation to enter into 

this prayer. 

5. Once you have led all of the intercessions remain at the ambo until the priest prays the concluding 

prayer. 

6. Return to your seat in the pews. 

 


